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Brief Report of Excavation of the Neolithic Remains at Xuezhuang Site
in Zhumadian of Henan
Henan Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology (Zhengzhou, Henan 450000)
Zhumadian Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and Archacology (Zhumadian, Henan 463000)
Abstract: The Xuezhuang site is located to the east of the Xuezhuang Village in Yicheng District of
Zhumadian City, Hanan Province. It is only 1.5 km to the east of the Yangzhuang site. From April to
October 2018, the Henan Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology and other units carried out exca-
vation at the site, revealing large quantities of the Neolithic remains dating to the Yangshao, Qujialing,
Shijiahe, and Yangzhuang Phase Il variant of the Wangwan Phase Il culture. The site was occupied
through a long period of time, which is very rare in southern Henan. The Early and Middle Yangshao
culture remains were unearthed at the site, which is the first report of such remains in southern Henan.
Keywords: Xuezhuang site; Yangshao culture; Qujialing culture; Shijiahe culture; Yangzhuang
Phase I variant of the Wangwan Phase Il culture
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Ridged—hammer Bipolar Flaking and the Paleolithic—Neolithic Transition
CHEN Shenggian LIU Ruizhe HOU Yixin DONG Bing ZHAO Jun LIU Hui
(Beijing 100872) (Albuquerque, NM 87131, USA)

(Xiamen, Fujian 361005) (Wuhan, Hubei 430062)

Abstract: The ridged-hammer bipolar flaking (RHBF) was characterized in the 1970s but how it
was practiced have long remained a controversial topic. The discovery of Guanzhou site in Songzi
County of Hubei Province offers an excellent opportunity to rethink and re-evaluate the issue. Combin-
ing archaeological materials and experimental data, we show how this particular technology was formed
and put into practice and suggest that it can be used by both male and female in convenient ways. We ar-
gue on the basis of archaeological contexts and ethnographic information that the RHBF technique char-
acterized the Upper and Middle Yangtze valley in the Paleolithic-Neolithic transition. It was adopted as
one of the major adaptive strategies to intensify the utilization of resources at the time.

Keywords: ridged-hammer bipolar flaking; Paleolithic-Neolithic transition; change of cultural

adaptation; lithic analysis; experimental archaeology; Guanzhou site
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